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Meserete Kristos College 

Building a Healthy Learning Community 

Envisioning the Future  

Administration & staff participate in consultative leadership 

In an extraordinary all day meeting on October 20th, the faculty 
and administration met to hear from three long standing commit-
tees and to hear recommendations regarding the direction the 
College should move.   Three presentations were made: Instruc-
tor Nega Megersa on Curriculum Revision; Academic Dean, 
Gishu Jebecha on the Amharic BA in Bible and Christian Minis-
try program; and Instructor, Amdetsion Woldeyes on the pro-
posed MA in Theology program.   

Their findings were based on a two-year study, interviewing dif-
ferent groups and individuals, business firms, church leaders, 
students, graduates, and instructors, etc.   They kept in mind the 
mission, vision, and purpose of the College as well as the needs 
of the constituency as they evaluated and brought their pro-
posals.      

After much discussion and evaluation, a consensus was reached 

that the College Administration make a clear plan and take steps 

to implement the recommendations to: (1) revise our curriculum, 

(2) pursue the Amharic BA in Bible and Christian Ministries pro-

gram, and (3) develop an MA in Theology program.  

 

In the interest of cultivating a climate of openness and collegiality 

and unity, the administration initiated two separate orientation 

meetings in late September and early October.  The first meeting 

involved the College administration, faculty, staff and workers.  

The second included those plus the students.   

To have everyone “on the same page”, both orientations began by 

calling attention to the College’s purpose, mission, vision and val-

ues.  The President, Kiros Teka, traced the history, reporting what 

the College has achieved within the last 22 years.  He reported on 

the previous year’s fiscal plan and its accomplishments and its 

challenges.  Then the group heard reports from the four sub-

sections: Finance and Administration, Academic Dean, Public 

Relations, and the Dean of Students.   

The whole community’s eyes and ears were opened as they heard 

about all the work that goes into running a successful College.    

They participated in discussion, raising questions, and sharing 

suggestions. Some of the issues that came up included instructors’ 

capacity building and scholarship, the College’s relations with oth-

er educational institutions, good governance, overtime payment, 

research on contemporary issues, implementing the launching of 

the Liberal/Social Arts program, serving God and the church as 

one community, the abhorrence of plagiarism or literary theft and 

fabrication in the field of education, the need of on-time tuition 

fee payment,  students’ punctuality, discouraging ethical decline, 

keeping the neatness of  the College compound, making a maxi-

mum effort towards academic success, keeping a focus on the 

mission, vision, and values of the College, participating in the Col-

lege’s promotion work among the home churches and regions 

and so on.  

In his conclusion, President Kiros challenged the students to sup-

port the College in prayer and by enhancing strong relationships 

with the local congregations, and in promoting its fund raising 

efforts for building and scholarship support.                         

—Reported by Teku Kebede 
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Dorm Funding Challenge a Success 

Women’s Dormitory: Making Space for More Women 

Not for boasting but for 
boosting God’s Glory ! 

It is time to make a final report on the outcome of our four-
month matching grant challenge to raise funds to complete 
construction of the dormitory for women at the Meserete Kris-
tos College in Debre Zeit, Ethiopia. 

First of all, we owe a debt of gratitude for the Canadian couple, 
friends of the Mennonite Mission in Ethiopia, who offered to 
match, dollar for dollar any funds we could raise up to Cdn. 
$200,000 for this purpose between May 3 and September 30, 
2016.  Their keen practical interest in completing a worthy pro-
ject, sight unseen, is to be highly commended!  It turned out to 
be the challenge that motivated our donors and all of us to get 
busy and work together to get this project completed. 

I am happy to report that the campaign was a success, beyond 
our expectations.  Our goal was to raise US $383,000 to com-
plete this dormitory with capacity of 258 women.  At the end 

 For the provision of sufficient scholarship funds to support the 

students; 

 For the teachers as they prepare and teach their lessons and model 

Christ-like conduct and mentor their students; 

 For the Board members as they make decisions and lead; 

 For the Administrators and Management Committee as they make 

decisions and implement them; 

 For the Meserete Kristos Church as it responds to growth issues; 

 For protection and wisdom for  leaders of a quiet Muslims-to-Jesus 

movement involving some of our graduates; 

 For the Government that it would respond wisely and justly to the 

real issues that are troubling an unhappy population; 

 For the people of Ethiopia, that they would find constructive and 

peaceful ways to deal with their unhappy issues. 

 

“Let us Pray!” 

 Over the last three years, the MK College Management Committee 
kept a record of their dealings with God.  They gave the following 
report:  

 The Committee spent 32 days of praying and exalting God from 
7:30 p.m. until midnight. 

 There was praying on 429 topics. 

 There was repentance on 42 issues. 

 There were 209 responses from God. 
It is an amazing story of human vigil and God’s provision!   A college 
that ignores proceeding in prayer recedes; for prayer is the master key 
to the impossible!      
— Reported by Pastor Teku Kebede 

of the campaign, with the matching grant, we received over 300 re-
sponses from all over North America which yielded, with pledges, 
US $146,698 plus Cdn $477,208 plus several thousand from Ethio-
pia!  Considering exchange rates and other costs, the campaign has 
netted well over US $500,000, exceeding our goal of $383,000 by 
$117,000.  This extra will be used to help furnish the dorm with 258 
beds and mattresses and cupboards and desks and chairs.  For all 
this, we thank God and His generous donors! 
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Meserete Kristos College acknowledges these mandated re-
sponsibilities: 

 

Leadership training.  The College is responsible to the Church 
to train its leaders in a doctrinally, practically, and culturally 
compatible manner. 

 
Institutional relationship.  The College is responsible to respect 

the Church as owner, offer regular programs successfully, 
grow as the Church’s educational institution, and serve the 
Church’s interests faithfully.  

 
Partner relationship. The College has a moral obligation to re-

spect the wishes of and report its successes and failures to 
its many partners/donors.   

 
Academic integrity.  The College is responsible to its students 

to maintain educational quality, and to seek accreditation 
for its programs as soon as possible. 

 
Moral integrity.  The College has a moral obligation to its em-

ployees to provide fair remuneration, recognition of status, 
professional growth incentives, a pleasant working environ-
ment, fair treatment, benefits, and job security. 

 
Legal integrity.  The College must fulfill its obligations to rele-

vant governmental institutions.  

Alumnus Heads DE Program 

Tigist Alemirew Dessie came from Gojam in Northern Ethio-

pia.  As a teenager, she committed herself totally to Jesus Christ 

as her Savior and Lord.  This led to severe persecution from 

her own Orthodox family, which included forcing her face into 

the fire to make her recant.  She almost died, and her face was 

permanently badly disfigured, a condition that was only partial-

ly rectified by plastic surgery in the USA some dozen years lat-

er. 

During all these years, Tigist maintained a deep daily personal 

relationship with her Lord who comforted her with a deep 

sense of calling and destiny.  She clearly heard the Lord tell her, 

“Now is the time to prepare for your ministry!”  In her church 

fellowship she found a unique ministry as prayer coordinator, 

teacher, and elder.     

Tigist came to work at our College as a cashier and librarian 

assistant back in 1997.   While working, she began taking a 

course each semester to improve herself.  Through the years 

credits accumulated until she graduated with a BA degree in 

2011.  She continued to work as 

librarian until she was promoted 

to head up a new Distance Edu-

cation Program as Coordinator 

in May, 2012.  She had to devel-

op this program from scratch.  

While she was undertaking this 

huge challenge, she also en-

rolled in graduate studies at the 

Ethiopian Graduate School of 

Theology on a part time basis.  

She graduated with a Masters 

degree this past spring. 

While studying, Tigist devel-

oped the Distance Education program which enrolled 150 

adult men and women, leaders in churches scattered all over 

Ethiopia, leaders who were busy with their ministries, who had 

no free time or means to come to our residential College at 

Debre Zeit.  They studied the modules sent to them at home, 

did the required exercises, and attended local tutorials until they 

completed the required courses.  Out of their often extreme 

poverty they paid the modest $25 course fees.  Some of them 

had to drop out due to no money to feed their families.   

But, for the most part, they were eager learners.  Others joined 

the following year, until last year the number studying in this 

program reached 272.  This past spring, from the first batch,  

124 graduated with an equivalent of a two year diploma.  They 

were very happy! 

Jesus 

Today a second batch of 129 are studying in their homes in the re-

motest parts of Ethiopia under the distant guidance of Tigist!  What 

a ministry! 

Studying and serving in a theological college, Tigist has often been 

disturbed by popular, but ignorant preachers who declare that theo-

logical studies leads to spiritual deadness, that a “seminary” is a spir-

itual “cemetery”.  She says, “’studying theology is not the way to a spir-

itual cemetery. It is the opposite. ….  To me every class session was devo-

tional and inspirational…. I was a “hot Christian” who was burning in spirit 

before I joined MK College, and I am a “hot Christian” now after I have 

graduated.  Studying theology does not make me dry; instead it gives clarity 

in discerning truth from untruth and strengthens our abilities to address 

issues and communicate our faith more effectively.’ “ 

Our Mandates 

Over the last three years, the MK College Management Committee 
kept a record of their dealings with God.  They gave the following 

The Committee spent 32 days of praying and exalting God from 

It is an amazing story of human vigil and God’s provision!   A college 
that ignores proceeding in prayer recedes; for prayer is the master key 

Tigist Alemirew  Dessie  

Interested in a one-week learning tour in late Febru-

ary or early March with a few folks interested mostly 

in learning about the church and its college in Ethio-

pia—led jointly by College and Church?                   

— Contact us! 



Contact us at:            
Pastor Teku Kebede, Editor, PO Box 1869, Debre Zeit, 
Ethiopia, 
Carl E. Hansen, Associate Editor, 1523 Park Road, Harri-
sonburg, VA 22802, USA.   
E-mail:  mkcollegenewsletter@gmail.com           
Tel.: 251-911-42-1887 or 540-830-0902 
Website: www.mkcollege.org 
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 News Items 

A new year with returning and new students calls for continued support 
of $490,000.  As the biblical Aaron and Hur held up the hands of Mo-
ses, so let us hold up the “hands” of the President and faculty and staff 
as they continue to teach the next generation of Christian leaders!  They 
need our moral and spiritual and financial support!   

For a tax deductible receipt, please send your gift earmarked for 
“Scholarships” or, if you prefer, for “MK College as needed” and 
send to: 

In USA, make your check payable to: MK College Link, and send 
to MK College Link, Box 1701, Harrisonburg, VA 22803, USA 

 
In Canada write your check to “Mennonite Church Canada”, 
and post to Mennonite Church Canada, 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3P 0M4, Canada.  Be sure to designate it for 
“MK College Scholarships” or for “MK College Building Fund”. 
 

Or write your check to “Northwest Mennonite Conference” attn: 
Meserete Kristos College and send to NWMC, Box 1316, 
Didsbury, AB T0M 0W0, Canada  

In other countries wire funds directly to: Bank of Abyssinia, Bole 
Branch, Addis Ababa, SWIFT  Code: ABYSETAA, to Meserete 
Kristos College Account # 14417. Notify Kiros Teka by separate 
communication at  kiros1957@gmail.com  

 Dr. Emebet Mekonnen, first Dean & Business Manager 
of the College, 1994 to 2000, has joined the College 
teaching staff as a volunteer this semester.  We wel-
come her “home” after many years doing studies in 
Fresno, USA. 

 Belehu Delelegn, MK College lecturer for the past 15 
years, is taking a sabbatical study leave at the Anabap-
tist Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, Indiana, 
USA.   

 Messiah College has donated good used books to MK 
College Library, thanks to the efforts of Dr. Helen 
Walker, a professor there who has volunteered her ser-
vices as a guest lecturer at MK College these past two 
summers!   

 Dr. Willard Swartley of AMBS has also donated 36 
boxes of his personal library, and Dr. Wilbert Shenk 
and Dr. Myron Augsburger each gave an additional 3 
boxes.  The books are on the way, sent by Theological 
Books Network of Grand Rapids, Michigan.    

 The Registrar’s office reports fall enrollment as: 193 
regular students at the Debre Zeit Campus; 142 at the 
Nazareth Campus; 8 at the Addis Ababa campus; 129 
in Distance Education, = a total of 472 under instruc-
tion.    

 On August 17th, 31 persons, 20 men and 11 women 
graduated from the Nazareth branch of MK Bible Col-
lege. 

 On August 28th, 30 persons, 17 men and 13 women 
graduated from the Regional Bible College at Asella.  

 President Kiros noted that 90% of the College’s 1,200+ 
graduates are ministering within Meserete Kristos 
Churches.   

 Update on the Addis campus building: floor is finished, 
electric installation is underway, painting is finished, but 
partitions not yet installed.  

 Visit our updated College website: www.mkcollege.org  

 The next Experience Ethiopia Tour will be in February, 
2018. 

From the President’s Desk 

Urgent: Scholarship Support!  

Scripture affirms that the purpose of teaching 
God’s Word to his people is to make truly 
transformed disciples. The only means of at-
taining God-likeness is by imitating Jesus and 
participating in God’s work. Without Godli-
ness, there is no way we glorify Him.  

The roadmap between the beginning and the 
culmination of life is a continuation of life-
centered Scriptural education. Failing in Scrip-
tural education will result in disconnection 
from God’ Spirit and eternal life. Therefore, 
protecting the image and likeness of God in all human beings from such 
a kind of failure is the work and calling of God’s ministers. That is why 
the Meserete Kristos College was launched.   

And hopefully, all MK College friends are helping and encouraging the 
College so that the mission, vision, purpose will be fulfilled.  

Lastly,  I would like to say “Thank you!” to all those brothers & sisters 
who responded to our Women's Dormitory matching fund challenge, 
and to the fund raisers at MK College Link, Mennonite Church Canada, 
 Northwest  Mennonite Conference & others for the hard work they 
exerted  to achieve the needed money for the dormitory construction.  
May God bless all the College’s friends and supporters!  

President Kiros  Teka  


